
 

Horacio Ortega
Vineyard Manager

 Horacio Ortega has farmed Patianna Organic Vineyard for more than 

twenty years.  He was working on the property when the Fetzer family purchased 

the land as part of their Valley Oaks property in 1984, and Patti Fetzer quickly 

retained him when she took over the 126 acre ranch in 1998.  

“Horacio is intimate with every subtle nuance of the vineyard; he is a 

‘natural’ when it comes to farming,” says Patti Fetzer.  Horacio lives on the 

Patianna ranch with his wife, Lorena and his three children: Alex, Melissa and 

Brianna.  A native of Michoacán, Mexico, Horacio Ortega became a United 

States Citizen in 2000, the year Patianna Organic Vineyard received 

Biodynamic® certification.
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